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Pre-K 4 SA Welcomes Southside ISD 
Pre-K 4 SA would like to 
welcome the Southside Inde-
pendent School District to 
the Pre-K 4 SA Program. 
In December 2013, the 
Board of Directors for the 
Southside Independent 
School District voted to ap-
prove the 2013-2014 Pre-K 
4 SA Memorandum of Un-
derstanding.  This makes the 
school district the eighth to 
join the program. 

The district joins Northside 
ISD, North East ISD, San 
Antonio ISD, Southwest ISD, 
Harlandale ISD, South San 
Antonio ISD and Edgewood 
ISD. 
Pre-K 4 SA faculty and staff 
look forward to work with the 
district in the upcoming 
months.  

2014 – 2015 Enrollment 

Do you know a four-year-
old who would benefit from 
attending the Pre-K 4 SA 
program? 
Four-year-olds who meet 
specific state eligibility re-
quirements, reside within 
City of San Antonio limits, 
and live within a participat-
ing school district are eligi-
ble to attend Pre-K 4 SA at 
no cost to families. Students 
who either do not meet eli-
gibility requirements or do 
not reside in a partner 
school district still have the 

opportunity to participate in 
the program on a tuition 
basis.  
The application process for 
the 2014 - 2015 academic 
school year will begin during 
the last week of February 
2014.  The initial application 
process will require families 
to provide Pre-K staff with 
basic demographic informa-
tion. Families may provide 
this information at one of 
thirty Application Fairs 
scheduled throughout the 
City. Fairs will conclude in 

May 2014. Families should 
visit www.sanantonio.gov 
for further information re-
garding the enrollment proc-
ess. 
In June 2014, a lottery will 
be conducted to select stu-
dents from the initial pool 
of applicants. Registration 
will begin in late June 2014 
in preparation for the start 
of the 2014 - 2015 school 
year which commences on 
Monday, August 25, 2014. 
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Throughout the months of 
December and January, a 
variety of events took place 
at the Pre-K 4 SA Education 
Centers.  
Both the North and South 
Education Centers joined 
together to help others dur-
ing the winter season. 
Katrina Ashworth, Pre-K 4 
SA Master Teacher at the 
North Education Center, 
introduced the idea of col-
lect non-perishable items for 
the San Antonio Food Bank. 
The Center introduced plans 
for the food drive, and set a 
goal of collecting 500 units 
of food for the month of 

December. Students and 
their families, faculty and 
staff all joined together to 
collect a total of over 1,100 
units of non-perishable food 
items for the project. 
Also in December, the 
North Education Center was 
joined by a Mariachi Group 
from partner school district 
San Antonio Independent 
School District. The group 
played music for students to 
reinforce the importance of 
music and to introduce stu-
dents to the culturally en-
riching form of art. 
 

Events at Pre-K 4 SA 

Currently, Pre-K 4 SA is seek-
ing to hire dedicated and pas-
sionate educators and staff for 
the two additional Centers 
which will be opening in Au-
gust 2014. Preparations will 
require hiring for over 100 po-
sitions. These positions include 
Assistant Center Directors, 
Master Teachers, Nurses, Fam-
ily Specialists, Data Entry 
Clerks, Teaching Assistant I 
and IIs, Cafeteria Staff and 
other Administrative Associ-
ates. Online applications are 
available for all positions. 
Beginning in late January, the 
City began hosting Pre-K 4 SA 
job fairs which are open to the 
public. 

2014 - 2015 Recruitment 

2014 Pre-K 4 SA Job Fairs 

Eastside Boys & Girls Club 
3503 Martin Luther King Dr. 

Saturday, February 1, 2014; 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Igo Library 
13330 Kyle Seale Pkwy 

Monday, February 3, 2014; 
4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Denver Heights  
Community Center 

300 Porter St. 

Wednesday, February 5, 
2014; 

4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Pre-K 4 SA  
South Education Center 

7031 S. New Braunfels Ave. 

Saturday, February 8, 2014; 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Claude Black  
Community Center 

2805 E. Commerce St. 

Wednesday, February 12, 
2014; 

4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Pre-K 4 SA  
South Education Center 

7031 S. New Braunfels Ave. 

Saturday, February 15, 2014; 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

View Pre-K 4 SA job postings at 

www.sanantonio.gov/hr/jobs/Pre-K4SA_Jobs.asp 
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Teacher Spotlight 

Eric Smith joined Pre-K 4 SA 
as a Master Teacher at the 
South Education Center. He is 
a father of two with seven 
years of teaching experience. 
Eric reflects on his decision to 
become a teacher after years 
of working in an office: “I 
wanted to do something more 
exciting, interesting, and dy-
namic. Children are as dy-
namic as it gets. I wanted to 
be part of shaping a better 
future, and I firmly believe 
that positive early childhood 
experiences are pivotal in 
that.” Eric comments that it is 
exciting to see Pre-K 4 SA 
teachers utilize their unique 
views and backgrounds in 
their classrooms—and even 
more so that Pre-K 4 SA en-
courages this thinking. In 
Eric’s class, students partake 

in creating videos to showcase 
concepts they learn through-
out the year. Videos are pre-
sented to parents so that they 
can continue to reinforce les-
sons learned with students 
outside of school. As a father 
to a four-year-old girl and 
twenty-month-old boy, Eric 
understands the importance of 
parent engagement and works 
to encourage it within his 
classroom. 
To further encourage parent 
participation, Eric helped to 
initiate the Civic Development 
Program at Pre-K 4 SA. In the 
program, families have the 
opportunity to participate in 
weekend excursions to ex-
plore sites throughout San 
Antonio. Eric has led several 
trips to various sites including 
Brackenridge Park, the River-

walk, and the University of 
the Incarnate Word. For the 
remainder of the year, a group 
of his students’ parents have 
organized to plan future 
events. “I smile every time I 
talk of this—I’m so proud to 
be working with these parents 
and their wonderful children,” 
he says of the parent group. 
When asked of his favorite 
thing about working for Pre-
K 4 SA, Eric referenced the 
innovative ideas that teachers 
have incorporated into their 
classrooms, as well as the en-
vironment that encourages 
such thinking and growth for 
teachers. “We are at the fore-
front of the latest in research-
based learning, and it’s so ex-
citing to be here.” 

Literacy Night 

Faculty and staff of Pre-K 4 
SA strive to encourage parent 
involvement and collabora-
tion throughout all aspects of 
education and early child-
hood development. In addi-
tion to various events hosted 
by Family Specialists 
throughout the academic 
year, teachers often contrib-
ute their own ideas for events 
that encourage participation 
from students and their fami-

lies. In January 2014, South 
Center Director Belinda 
Gonzalez and Lead Teacher 
Scarlett Lopez teamed up to 
host the Center’s first Liter-
acy Night. The event had a 
Winter Olympics theme and 
aimed to incorporate various 
Pre-K and TEKS Guidelines 
into the event. Students cre-
ated books related to Science, 
Math, and Social Studies 
among other subjects. Other 

literary events at Pre-K 4 SA 
include the Read 3 program 
with HEB. This program 
takes place every  Tuesday 
night for six weeks, and be-
gins on February 4, 2014. In 
this program parents and 
Students have the opportu-
nity to join together to read 
and improve literacy skills. In 
March, the Center will also 
host its own Book Fair event 
for Pre-K 4 SA students. 

Master Teacher Eric Smith reads a book to students in his class 
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Phone  
210.207.PRE-K (7735) 

The U.S Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employ-
ment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applica-
ble, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is 
derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activ-
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If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call 
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dication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at pro-
gram.intake@usda.gov.  

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Ser-
vice at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). 

For any other information dealing with Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) issues, persons should either 
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Construction at Education Centers 

Construction is underway for 
the East and West Pre-K 4 SA 
Education Centers. Both con-
struction projects are on 
schedule with a projected 
completion date of August 1, 
2014.  

Construction on a 17,000 
square foot expansion of the 
North Education Center is 
also underway and on sched-
ule for completion in July of 
2014. 
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